
Paying With Our Lives
 #SaveRareCancerResearch

Cancer doesn't care how you vote, where you live, or what you earn. It's a ruthless enemy—and 
science has always been our best weapon. Government-funded research has helped prevent 
over 4 million1 cancer deaths in the last 30 years. But massive funding cuts are erasing 
decades of progress. 
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“Medical research and clinical trials are the reason I am alive today.        
They gave science the chance to catch up with my rare melanoma 
before it was too late. We can’t afford to go backwards. Researchers 
must be allowed to continue their critical work so we can all have 
effective treatments and a chance to live.” 
- Katie Doble, Ocular Melanoma Survivor

Savings don’t matter if no lives are saved. 
targetcancer.org/saverarecancerresearch
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Progress dismantled, 
funding gutted, options 
disappearing

Years of steady, hard- 
fought progress 
expanding patient 
options 

- First rare cancer clinical trials
- Growing availability of rare cancer 

research tools—cell lines, mouse 
models, and tissue repositories

- New treatment pathways
- Hope

- 57% cut from Congressionally Directed 
Medical Research Programs (CDMRP); 
$185M (31%) from cancer alone3

- Hundreds of cancer-related grants 
terminated 

- 1 in 4 cancer researchers report facing 
delays/cancellations; half report colleagues 
leaving the field4  



Sources
1. (2024) Cancer Progress Report. American Association For Cancer Research. 

cancerprogressreport.aacr.org/progress/cpr24-contents/cpr24-cancer-in-2024/#contents4

2. (April 2023) Population, Clinical, and Scientific Impact of National Cancer Institute's 
National Clinical Trials Network Treatment Studies. Journal of Clinical Oncology. 
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/36480773/

3. (March 2025) Congressionally Directed Medical Research Programs (CDMRP): At a Glance. 
[Fact Sheet] American Cancer Society Cancer Action Network. 
www.fightcancer.org/sites/default/files/cdmrp_at_a_glance2025_march25_web.pdf

4. (2025, April 17) Daily Takeaways From the AACR Annual Meeting 2025. [Blog] “Cancer 
Research at a Crossroads: Sustaining Progress Against Cancer for the Benefit of Patients.” 
American Association For Cancer Research 
https://www.aacr.org/blog/2025/04/27/daily-takeaways-from-the-aacr-annual-meeting-202
5-sunday-april-27/

5. (2025) Rare Cancer Coalition: Fighting Rare Cancers. [web page] National Organization for 
Rare Disorders. rarediseases.org/get-involved/rare-cancer-coalition

6. (2024) Rare Cancer Classification. The Surveillance, Epidemiology, and End Results (SEER) 
Program. National Cancer Institute. seer.cancer.gov/seerstat/variables/seer/raresiterecode

https://cancerprogressreport.aacr.org/progress/cpr24-contents/cpr24-cancer-in-2024/#contents4
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/36480773/
http://www.fightcancer.org/sites/default/files/cdmrp_at_a_glance2025_march25_web.pdf
http://survey.aacr.org/blog/2025/04/27/daily-takeaways-from-the-aacr-annual-meeting-2025-sunday-april-27/
https://www.aacr.org/blog/2025/04/27/daily-takeaways-from-the-aacr-annual-meeting-2025-sunday-april-27/
https://www.aacr.org/blog/2025/04/27/daily-takeaways-from-the-aacr-annual-meeting-2025-sunday-april-27/
https://rarediseases.org/get-involved/rare-cancer-coalition/
http://seer.cancer.gov/seerstat/variables/seer/raresiterecode

